January 2021

The Wellspoken
THE WELLS
A 55+ COMMUNITY

Important Dates to Remember
Notice: The pools & pool area will be closed on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays
7:00am to 8:00am for Maintenance








Friday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Monday
Monday
Wednesday
Tuesday

January 1st New Year’s Day (office closed )
January 5th Board Meeting in Clubhouse at 8:30am
January 13th “Meet the Candidates” in Clubhouse at 7:00pm
January 18th Civil Right’s Day (Office closed )
January 18th desert area closed (Approximately a week)
January 20th Monthly Board Meeting in Clubhouse 7:00pm
February 2nd Election Day (Clubhouse closed)
The Deadline for the February
Wellspoken is January 24th, 2021

Website: thewellshomeowners.com
Page

Email: office@thewellshoa.com

President’s Report
I am writing this on December 22nd so some information may be a bit outdated by the time this goes to
press. 2020 was a very difficult year for all of us with Covid-19, the rash of Summer break-ins and the
shooting outside of 56th Street gate. Mesa PD is continuing their investigations on these cases and they will
keep us informed of any progress. We have six confirmed (informing the HOA Office) Covid-19 cases within
the Community. Please continue to follow the 3 W’s of: Wash your hands, Watch your social distancing
(minimum of 6 feet) and Wear your masks when indoors and social distancing cannot be maintained. This will
help keep you and your neighbors safe. For the few activities that are currently being held, we request that the
guidelines of the State of Arizona and Maricopa County be followed which include wearing of masks and
limiting gatherings to 50 or less when indoors. We will continue to check the city of Mesa website for updated
guidelines that we need to follow.
The 2021 budget was passed at the December 16th BOD meeting with only minor changes from the 2020
budget. The most signifiant line item of note has NO increase in our monthly assessments. Thanks to the
Finance Committee for their work on the budget and they will be working with the BOD on updating our 10year plan. Also, thanks to all of our other Committees that have continued to support the Community as best
they can with the limitations and restrictions that are currently in place. CDC Pools (NOT the government
agency) completed, on time, the deep cleaning of our pool and a few brave souls have taken advantage of the
clean pool with fresh water. The city of Mesa has removed the recycle bins due to limited processing
facilities. We have replaced a smaller dumpster with a lager one in the West parking area. We will continue to
look for options on recycling but for now we will only have the five (5) existing city dumpsters and we will be
monitoring the usage of these dumpsters.
Jim Riedl

Manager’s Report
Scott Brenner, HOA Manager
Wells HOA Office, 480-641-3776, office email: office@thewellshoa.com
Happy New Year, hope everyone is well and let’s look forward to a more enjoyable year. Here in the
community the pool looks great, and the sunshine is warm.
In January, tree trimming in the desert area will begin Monday the 18th. I was informed by the company this
task will take approximately a week to complete. The desert area will be closed while work is being performed.
Distribution of the 2021 The Wells Resident Directory should take place within the next couple of weeks. It is
currently at the printers. Many thanks to the Communications Committee for their hard work in reviewing and
re-reviewing, proofing, and distributing these directories. At the end of year 2020 or after the first of January,
emailing's and/or mailings will be going out to all property owners. These notices will include the 2021 Board
Election Notice, and a statement of your account. If you have any questions about the status of your HOA
account, please do not hesitate to contact the office. Communication with the office by email is the best way in
this time of Covid-19. The office is still requesting one person in the outer office lobby at a time and wearing
of masks are greatly appreciated.
AS A REMINDER, as the Board Election approaches, if your account falls more than 30 days past due, YOUR
VOTING RIGHTS WILL BE SUSPENDED. Accounts may be brought current and voting rights restored any
time up to Election Day. If there is a question as to voting rights as it pertains to your account, you will be sent
to the office.
.

Please only flush toilet tissue down your toilets. Thank you.
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THE WELLS COMMITTEES
Architectural Review Committee (ARC)
Clayton Breezee, Liaison, 320-894-6096, Milford (Butch) Jackson, Mel York, Joe Skinner, Tom Crosbie,
Barb Oberhoffer, BobWinkels, Russ Ahlquist
Homeowners who are going to alter landscape, or do any work on the outside of their home, need to get
approval from the ARC committee.
ARC Committee meets the first and third Thursday of each month at 9:00 am in the Office. Pick up and return
your completed ARC Request Form to the HOA Office prior to the next ARC meeting. If you are painting,
attach a sample of the colors you selected. There is a color book in the HOA Office that contains approved
colors. It also contains approved colors for driveways and planter boxes. If you have any questions when
filling out the ARC form, contact one of the ARC members for assistance. If you are doing any remodeling on
the outside of your house, attach a drawing of your plan along with the dimensions.
You must wait for approval before you begin the work. Then post the yellow copy of the form on the front
window of your house until the work is completed.
Refer to the ARC Regulations and Rules, Pages 14 & 15 in the Resident Directory for more information.

Building & Grounds Committee
Chairman: Ken Hanusa, Members: Lloyd Brown, Dave Newton, Lynn Below, ‘Pinkee’ Martin, Dale
Emerson, Joe Lander, and Rich Paplow, Board Liaison
The committee is looking for volunteers to help in the beautification of the common areas of the community.
If interested please contact a committee member.

Clubhouse Committee
Chairman: Sharon Nelson; Board Liaison: Nancy York; Members: Laveda Files, Laurie Page, Marion
Roberts, Ilene Thompson, Marlene Trunkenbolz.

Communications Committee
Jean McGuire, Chairperson, George Berg, Liaison. Committee Members: Sue Berg, Donna Hammen, Mary
Miller, & Rita Wallace.
The Communication Committee has been asked to look into starting a Neighborhood Watch at The
Wells. Please read the information sheet regarding this program on the back page. We need 50%
participation. Please call The Wells office to sign up for and show interest in this program (480) 641-3776.
We are looking for a full time resident of The Wells to take over the bulletin boards. We want to thank Rita
Wallace for the many years she has been faithfully dedicated to this task. If you are interested please contact
Jean McGuire.
The Welcome Party and new resident welcome visits will not happen this season because of Covid.
The 2021 Resident Directory has been approved for publication. It will be distributed in early January.
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2021 ELECTION
Sharon E. Hoffer, Chair 490-261-3892
January 13, 2021 - “Meet the Candidates Night” – 7:00 PM in the Wells Clubhouse
February 2, 2021 – “Election Day”
Note: There are seven (7) members on the Board of Directors, three seats are up for election for 2021. Absentee ballots will be available in the HOA office the first week in January 2021. The Election is held in The Wells Clubhouse
conference and card rooms. Polls are open from 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM.
The Clubhouse will be closed to all other activity on Election Day.
Candidates: Kenneth Shadle – Lot 267; Cherlyn (Cherie) VanOver – Lot 115
Jim Riedl – Lot 304

CANDIDATE RESUMES – PRINTED AS SUBMITTED
Kenneth Shadle (Lot 267)
I grew up on a farm in Sac City, Iowa. Attended and graduated from Iowa State University. I have been married for
58 years and have three children. For 36 years I taught Industrial Technology and Vocational Agriculture in Mason
City, Iowa. I was a member of the Mason City city council for eight years. While we lived in Mason City, I was active
in Jaycees, Lion’s Club, church, etc. We were snowbirds for 14 years and moved to the Wells two years ago full time.
I can be of service for the board year around. I want to keep The Wells a great place to live.
Cherlyn (Cherie) VanOver (Lot 115)
My husband and I visited Dave’s mother, Geri Ulland, for many years. Following Geri’s passing, we purchased her
home and have been snowbirds for the past three years. In 2015 I retired from St. Charles Medical Center in Bend,
Oregon as Medicare Compliance Officer. I also worked on the training team for employees on the do’s and don’ts of
Medicare laws. In addition to my duties as compliance officer, I also was on two support teams for new computer system roll outs. I have been involved in the foster care program as a foster parent for children who have at least one incarcerated parent. If elected I would work with the board to keep The Wells a special place to live and feel safe. I feel
I would be an asset in making changes to come with the new normal.
Jim Riedl (Lot 304)
We have owned since January 2002 and I retired in July 2005. We have enjoyed our winters here at The Wells ever
since. I have an electrical engineering degree. My entire career was in the steel industry holding engineering, supervisory and managerial positions. I have served on the Board of Directors for 12 of the past 13 years. During that time, I
have served a total of 3 years as President and 6 years as Treasurer. I have been the chairperson for the Communications Committee and the board liaison to the Communications, Finance and Election Committees. I will continue to
focus on making decisions based on facts that are in the best interest for The Wells Community with focus on health
and safety issues. I would appreciate your support and vote on February 2nd.
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Social Activities
ACTIVITIES Update
Mondays

8:30 to 9:15 am
1:00 pm
6:00 pm

Water Aerobics
Rummikub (a rummy game using tiles instead of cards)
Hand-Foot-Toe card game

Tuesdays

8:30 to 9:15am
12:30 to 3:30pm

Water Aerobics
Bridge

Wednesdays 8:30 to 9:15am
1:00 pm
3:30pm-4:30pm
6:00 pm

Water Aerobics
Hand & Foot card game
Line Dancing
Games

Thursdays

8:30 to 9:15am
3:30pm-4:30pm

Water Aerobics
Line Dancing

Fridays

8:30 to 9:15am
6:00pm

Water Aerobics
Game Night

Sundays

1:00pm

Mexican Train Dominoes

A Special Note of Giving
The term ‘Holiday Shoppers’ takes on a whole new dimension at Christmas time in the Wells Community. As the
St Vincent de Paul Society geared up for serving those in need we lined up sponsors for families, so children and
families wouldn’t be left wanting in our service area. 45 of our 52 families were taken care of by individuals or
corporate sponsors, but the other 7 (totaling 38 individuals) needed to be cared for as in years past. Rita Baden and
Nancy Fochs, once again, gleefully took the generous monetary donations from our Mesa neighbors and divided
up the wishes of two dozen youngsters and their parents. This year they even met the needs of 1 and 5 month old
infants by rounding up a baby swing, toddler jumper chair, crib, high-chair and stroller adding to their challenge. This year’s shivers of the pandemic sent one of them out shopping late at night when few shoppers were still
out. The other searched thrift stores cleaning and restoring used items to amazing ‘like new’ condition. The
Christmas spirit was evident in the hours of searching and wrapping always with enthusiasm and smiles adding to
the mounting piles. Daughters and grandchildren were phoned to research unfamiliar products & dreams unknown
to we seniors! It was ever so heartwarming & contagious to watch and listen to these elves brainstorm ideas,
sharing with excitement each new find. One told me she would get home from shopping at 10:30 PM. Her
husband patiently waited and listened with a grin regarding the new purchases and bargains found. Like my
husband, Bill, the men provided encouragement and support. This same shopper told me she had to have the
Christmas lights glistening and seasonal mood music playing as she created each unique package. Colorful stacks
of beribboned treasures were credited from ‘Santa’, of course!! They did it again in 2020, creating smiles and
wonder despite COVID 19. Our neighbors found safe ways amidst the virus concerns making this holiday project
perhaps more needed and meaningful than ever.
And then Sue and George Berg, brought along Mark Collins to volunteer, joining the ‘Holiday Food Box’
project, which added holiday meals to these families and many more. They are offering their services moving
forward as they participate in teamwork supporting families year round; or at least while they are in town. With
gratitude to all, we at SVDP wish all a healthy and safe New Year ahead.
Nancy Cowperthwait
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Bridge
Betty Borjesson and Nancy Cowperthwait have switched leadership positions for the coming year. Betty will be
the contact person and Nancy will assist. Please let us know if you want to be involved in keeping our group
functioning.
We welcome you all back to Arizona and The Wells. Both new and previous members, please contact us if you
are available and interested. All skill levels are encouraged to come forward. If you would like to brush up on
your bidding and or playing skills, contact Betty. Just let us know if you have any questions.
Our plans are tentative and open to change as necessary, but we still plan to play on Tuesday with a new start
time of 12:30 PM. We will set up the hall by noon. Everyone is asked to bring two quarters for simple reward at
the end of play! We will need eight players to begin meeting in the hall. In the meantime, foursomes are encouraged to continue playing in homes.
At least until Year’s end, we will not open play to persons from outside The Wells community.
Betty Borjesson 480-616-6247 or Nancy Cowperthwait. 480-236-0204

Golf
Men’s golf is at Greenfield Lakes in Gilbert on Fridays at 8:30am. Golf fees are $38.00, for 18 holes and includes cart. Golf fees will increase as the season progresses.
Signup sheets are in the clubhouse. Weekly signup deadline is – Tuesday noon! Golf spots are limited.
Further questions can be directed to Bernie Plischke at 480-550-7508 or Robyn Tangeman at 563-880-7363.
You are asked to wear a mask while in the golf clubhouse.
Don’t forget to sign up for the annual Rooster Golf Tournament at the Royal Palms Golf Course on Thursday,
February 18, 2021. There will be no party this year due to the pandemic. The sign up sheet will be in the cardroom. Any questions contact Robyn Tangeman, Lot #119, at (563) 880-7363.

Group Exercise
Please note: There will be no exercise class in the clubhouse on Tuesday, January 5th, 2020, due to the HOA
Board of Director’s meeting to be held in the main meeting area.
Due to the pandemic and the absolute need to keep this community safe from COVID-19, the following rules
have been established and must be followed to participate in exercise class:
All participants must wear masks – once the group size reaches 10 participants. Please bring masks and be prepared to cover your face once we can no longer safely social distance.
Monday through Friday 7:30 am Chair exercises; 8:00 am Walking exercises
This schedule will be followed until further notice. Thank you all for understanding the necessity of wearing
masks while exercising indoors.
Sharon Hoffer 480-261-3892
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PINOCHLE
Tuesdays - 7:00 p.m. Roger and Gerry Resseguie, 303-776-5415
We are not coming to The Wells until after we get our vaccines. We have decided to spend the holidays here in
Longmont, Colorado. Our family will get together on ZOOM.
Anyone who wants to start pinochle in the clubhouse, IF IT IS ALLOWED AT THIS TIME, may do so.
Christmas and Happy New Year!

Merry

QUILTING CLUB
We will meet on January 8th and possibly on January 22nd. The meeting will be in the clubhouse, not in the board
room, so there will be plenty of room to stay 6 feet apart. We'll have show and tell and discuss how to go forward
this year. Masks will be required. Come join our group.
Contact: Mary Ann Hanusa 608-963-3879

SHUFFLEBOARD

We will be playing shuffleboard Monday’s, Wednesday’s, and Friday’s at 9:30am. All are welcome.
We will have a New Years Bunny Shuffle on January 3, 2021 at 6:00pm. Subject to change if necessary. Come
one, come all.

Water Conservation
We plan to do the pressure test of all homes in The Wells again this year starting in January, 2021. We have had
great success in reducing water usage but it is imperative that we continue the program to control water waste expense. But we need your HELP. We need six teams of three to four volunteers, two individuals per team that are
physically able to get down to turn valves off and on then get back up. If you did not have the opportunity to work
last year and are interested in volunteering please call Dave. There will be an organizational meeting on Monday,
January 11th at 1:00pm.
P.S. The Conservation teams thank all homeowners for their cooperation. Dave Nelson (605) 553-4440

Wells Belles
President-Kris Perry, 208-451-3890, krisperry66@gmail.com; Vice President Betty Borjesson: Treasurer Donna
Breezee; Secretary Coke Anderson; Ex Officio Carol Weber.
The officers of the Wells Belles have decided to cancel the January and February meetings. We will reevaluate the
possibility of meeting month by month, but with the virus surging in Arizona, it may well be that we don’t meet at
all this season.
We would like to thank the volunteers who planted the flowers around the clubhouse and pool areas. They have
added a beauty that is appreciated by all The Wells residents. We would also like to thank the Grounds Committee
volunteers for working many hours pruning shrubs and trees in the park, cleaning the 56th street gutters and picking up trash outside the park fence.
We made it through this year because we took care of each other. Let’s continue that spirit of caring and may 2021
bring you good health, lots of happiness, and a great New Year. Cheers!
Kris Perry, Wells Belles President
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Happy Birthday
Sperling, Del
Peterson, James
Middendorff, Craig
Bryja, Patricia
Iversen, Cindy
MacPherson, Edith
Mountain, Barbara
Swirlbul, Arnold
Rosen, Geri
Shollenbarger, Thomas
Whitehurst, Richard
Craver, Judy
Footz, Olga
Doney, Donna
Lindberg, Robert
Cousins, John
Kinghorn, Diane

01/01
01/02
01/02
01/02
01/03
01/05
01/05
01/05
01/06
01/06
01/07
01/07
01/07
01/09
01/10
01/11
01/11

Montemorra, Brenda
Tuhus, Mark
Brandt, Linda
Sayler, Del
Ermuth, Susan
Delaney, Richard
Copp, Martha
Chittenden, Erna
Brown, Linda
Teller, Ruth
McCarty, Charles
Delaney, Doris
Dabbert, Joan
Brace, Jeanette
Schultz, Ronald
Green, Lorie
Blaurock, Josie

01/11
01/13
01/14
01/14
01/15
01/17
01/17
01/18
01/18
01/18
01/19
01/19
01/19
01/19
01/19
01/20
01/20

Crosbie, Tom
Struth, Jerry
McNaughton, David
Bigler, Will
Larson, Rhea
Galloway, Judith
Byrne, Ronald
Romans, Karen
Planck, Mary
Henry, Kaylyn
Firth, Richard
Cowperthwait, Nancy
Lanari, Randolph
Snyder, Georgia
Sperling, Carol
Roberts, Zachary

01/21
01/22
01/22
01/23
01/23
01/24
01/24
01/24
01/25
01/27
01/28
01/28
01/28
01/28
01/29
01/30

Happy Anniversary
Below, Lynn & Ann
Tangeman, Robyn & Dorothy
Hagen, Calvin & Ramona

01/02/1971
01/05/1957
01/10/1968

Snyder, Richard & Darlene
Church, Steve & Etta Lou

01/15/1983
01/26/1973

In Memoriam
Gerald Boden Lot # 316 Passed on Friday November 27, 2020
Peter Stehouwer Lot # 135 passed on Monday December 7, 2020
Rachel Pillar Lot # 009 passed on Wednesday December 9, 2020
Mary Ellen Parrigon Lot # 282 passed on Monday December 21, 2020
Former Resident Betty Kirchner passed on Sunday December 27, 2020

On a Personal Note
The Coyote Coupon Books are now available in The Wells office. The cost is $ 20.00. Your purchase would
support the community you live in and save $$ on food and recreation.
If you would like to preview the coupon book there is a copy in The Wells office.
Also, if you have lost anything, check with the office someone may have found it and gave it to the office.
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