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Important Dates to Remember 
 
 

 Tuesday  March 1st Board Meeting in Clubhouse at 8:30am 
 Tuesday  March 1st  Fat Tuesday Golf Cart and Bicycle Parade at 1:30pm 
 Tuesday  March 1st  Fat Tuesday Pool Party. 2-5pm.  
 Thursday  March 3rd The Welles Belles Meeting in Clubhouse at 11:00am 
 Saturday  March 5th Building & Grounds Work day meet at the tool shed at 8:30am  
 Sunday  March 6th The Rich Torkington and Family Show in Clubhouse at 6:30pm.  
 Saturday  March 12th Monthly Potluck at 5pm   
 Wednesday March  16th  Board meeting in Clubhouse at 7:00pm 
 Thursday  March 17th St. Patrick’s Day Pool Party at 2:00pm 
 Sunday  March 27th End of Season Party meal at 5pm. Music 6pm-9pm 

THE WELLS  

A 55+ COMMUNITY 

The Wellspoken 

Website:  thewellshomeowners.com       Email: office@thewellshoa.com 

March 2022 

 
The Deadline for the April 

Wellspoken is March 25th, 2022 
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President’s Report 
 
COMMUNICATIONS.  We have had a lot of discussion and feedback on how the BOD and HOA Office 
communicates with the Community.  We use the Wellspoken, BOD meeting agendas and minutes, the various 
bulletin boards and to a lesser extent mass emails as communications tools within the Community.  But, some 
of these methods have not been timely.  This has led to a big gap regarding the BOD’s decision to remove the 
five (5) pine trees from around the Club House.  On March 1st, at the Tuesday BOD meeting we will be 
discussing on how to improve communications moving forward (agenda is posted).  All are welcome to 
attend.  On that note, a mass email was sent out concerning the Sunshine Acres recycle bin for aluminum cans 
only.  Please only dump these type of cans into the white bin.  A can crusher has been ordered to help 
compress the cans before recycling them into the bin. 
 
An updated 10 year plan should be presented at the same March 1st BOD meeting for all to see.  Just a 
reminder, there is no general assessment increase for 2022 (starting in March) so your dues remain the same 
for the balance of this year. 
 
On February 16th Marge Lesnever and Nancy York were sworn in for another three (3) year term on the 
BOD.  All of the officer positions remain the same as follows: 
 
Jim Riedl        President        Marge Lesnever  Treasurer 
Rich Paplow  Vice President        Barb Mountain      Secretary 

HOA Manager’s Reports  

 
Mindy Hopkinson, The Wells HOA Manager  
Wells HOA Office, 480-641-3776, office email: office@thewellshoa.com 
 
 
Happy March everyone!  As the season begins to wind down for many, please don’t forget to fill out a depar-
ture form. Be sure to include the information of any caretakers watching over your property. This is also a 
great time to review your information in The Wells directory. Any necessary changes  can be emailed to the 
office. The deadline for the 2023 directory is December 1st, 2022  
 
 The Building and Grounds Committee have been working diligently to spruce  up common areas. The ad hoc 
committee are working to get the club house brought up to date The next project is exterior paint of the club-
house, pool houses, trash bin containers, and verandas in early March. Early morning power washing will take 
place. Please be mindful of the wet paint. Messages will be sent in mass emails and notices will be posted on 
the managers board and the bulletin boards.                      
 
There have been several reports of residents in the community exceeding the 15mph speed limit. The speed 
limit is in place to ensure the safety and well being of the community and its residents. Pease be conscious of 
the speed limit and the stop signs. 
 
Friendly reminder : Pick up Fruit as it falls. This helps keep rodents and pest to a minimum.  Please make a 
conscious effort to keep up with control of weeds to help keep the community beautiful year round. 
 

Please only flush toilet tissue down your toilets. Thank you 
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THE WELLS COMMITTEES 
 
 

Architectural Review Committee (ARC) 
 
 

Ken Shadle-Chairperson 
ARC Members-Milford (Butch) Jackson, Tom Crosbie, Barb Oberhoffer, Bob Winkels, Clayton Breezee, Judy 
Craver, John Hausauer, Ruth Teller, and Gene Urbatsch 
 
Homeowners who are going to alter landscape, or do any work on the outside of their home, need to get 
approval from the ARC committee.  
 
ARC Committee meets the first and third Thursday of each month at 9:00 am in the conference room. Pick up 
and return your completed ARC Request Form to the HOA Office prior to the next ARC meeting. If you are 
painting, attach a sample of the colors you selected.  There is a color book in the HOA Office that contains 
approved colors.  It also contains approved colors for driveways and planter boxes. If you have any questions 
when filling out the ARC form, contact one of the ARC members for assistance. If you are doing any 
remodeling on the outside of your house, attach a drawing of your plan along with the dimensions. 
You must wait for approval before you begin the work. Then post the yellow copy of the form on the front 
window of your house until the work is completed. 
 
 
 

Bingo 
 

Chairman-Ron Knoll 
TEAM BINGO MEMBERS-Cate Knoll, Don Bassett, Karen Bassett. 
 
We continue to host BINGO on Monday evenings at 7pm at the clubhouse.  Our license is still pending but 
come over and join us for a FREE night of bingo!  We are giving creative prizes to any bingo winners as we 
wait to collect money and pay out cash prizes.  Please check the bulletin boards weekly for updates.  Thank 
you for all that volunteered to help set up/take down and run bingo.  We will have a formal schedule for 
volunteers prepared as soon as the license is available.    
We are planning our appreciation dinner.  All signed up to volunteer are invited to attend on Thursday, March 
24th at 5pm.  The sign up sheet will be in the clubhouse soon. Questions?  Please call Ron Knoll at (218) 838 -
3940  
 

Building & Grounds Committee 

Chairman-Ken Hanusa  
Members-Lynn Below, Dale Emerson, Joe Lander, Mel York, and Clayton Breezee.   
The Board Liaison is Richard Paplow.  
 
We'll have a workday on March 5th at 8:30am. Meet at the toolshed.   
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Clubhouse Committee 
 

Sharon Nelson-Chairman 605-809-6147 Board Liaison,  Nancy York. Members Lauri Page, Marion Roberts, and 
Marlene Trunkenbolz 
 
We would like to welcome Marla  Hausauer to our committee.   
We now have a telescope up on the east balcony.  It is there for anyone to use. We would like to thank Kathy Ru-
dolph for sewing the arm chair pads on the card room chairs. We also thank Evelyn Bauman, Mike Rudolph and 
Sharon Nelson for working on this project.  The chairs look great. Thank you to Lloyd Brown for installing the 
microwave shelf in the kitchen. When you play pool or games upstairs, be sure you turn the lights and fans off 
when you leave and please lock the outside doors. 
There will be a Club House Cleaning on March 5th at 8:30.  Everyone is welcome to come and lend a hand in do-
ing some general cleaning. 
 
Our Ad Hoc committee is busy meeting and getting bids for changes we will be doing in and around the club-
house. If you would like to donate anything to the clubhouse, please ask Sharon or a clubhouse member if we can 
use it or if we need it. Please be careful when moving the piano as it has been damaged somehow.   

 
Communications Committee 

 
Jean McGuire-Chairperson. Cherie Van Over-Board Liaison. Committee Members: Sue Berg, Judy Bialk, There-
sa Coates, Mary Miller, Wanda Saunders. 
 
Residents please verify your information in the 2022 Directory and notify the office if you have any changes. 
Please place a clip outside your door for handouts at The Wells. 
 
Residents and renters remember to:  
Check in with the office when you have been gone for extended periods of time.  
Check out with the office when you are leaving for an extended period of time and fill out the form stating 
who will be taking care of your property. 
 
Sandwich boards are now the responsibility of the social committee. The boards will be up for a limited time be-
fore social activities. Please remember The Wellspoken and bulletin boards are your best source of information.  
The Wellspoken is also available online at www.thewellshomeowners.com 

 
Social Committee 

 
Jean Mallory-Social Chairperson.Barb Mountain – Board Liaison. Social Committee – Kay Vinje, Jane Carlson, 
Linda Dent, Judy Schoneman, Dale Emerson, Alice Klinkenborg and Ronnae Berry 
 
Tuesday, March 1st – Fat Tuesday Golf Cart and Bicycle Parade. Decorate your carts and bikes.  Meet in 
front of the clubhouse at 1:30 for a parade around The Wells.   
Tuesday, March 1st – Fat Tuesday Pool Party. 2-5pm.  Music by Pam & Dave. Hamburgers, potato chips and 
coleslaw served at 4pm.  $5.00 at the pool.  Please sign-up in the card room for the meal. 
Sunday, March 6th –The Rich Torkington and Family Show at 6:30pm. Rich plays the keyboard at the 
Thursday Night Jams and he’s a band member with Kevin Todd’s All-Star Band.  Rich and his wife and son sing 
duets, medleys, novelty, and country songs. $5 per person.  Buy your tickets at the office.  
Saturday, March 12th – Monthly Potluck @5pm. Bring a dish to share with your friends and neighbors and 
your own place setting and drink.  Sign up sheet in the card room. Wear your name tag. 
Thursday, March 17th – St. Patrick’s Day Pool Party.  Music by Rick Senger 2 to 5pm. Food served at 4pm.  
$5.00 at the pool.  Sign up in the card room.  
Sunday, March 27th – End of Season Party. Cowboy cuisine will be served at 5pm. Ron E. Cash will entertain 
us from 6-9pm.  Wear your cowboy hat and boots and join us for our last party of the season.  Tickets are availa-
ble for $10.00 per person in the office.   

http://www.thewellshomeowners.com
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The Wells Board of Director’s Election for 2022 
 
Sharon Hoffer, Chair 480-261-3892; Committee Members:  Ken Anderson, Jim Dent, Chris Jergenson, Alice 
Klinkenborg, Nancy Lane, Shirlee Magnusson, Kathi Middenorff, Dave Nelson, Sharon Nelson, Peggy 
Queensland, Bob Tomasic, Penny Urbatsch,  Board Liaison: Jim Riedl  
The Wells HOA Election was held February 1, 2022. Two candidates ran for two positions and were elected 
for a three-year term. Following are the results of the election:  

Candidates: 
Nancy York   Total Votes  126 
Marjorie Lesnever  Total Votes 124 
Write In Votes   Total Votes 4 
Total Votes Casts    254 
Total Ballot Casts    138 
% of Eligible Voters    32.7% 
 

 The following is a comparison of the eligible voter percentages from previous years:  
2013 - 70%; 2014 - 60%; 2015 - 63.9%; 2016 - 55.8%; 2017 - 49%; 2018 - 54%; 2019 - 43%; 2020 - 38.4%; 
2021 -30.09%; 2022 - 32.7% 

 
WELLS OFFICERS FOR 2022 

    President:  Jim Riedl 
    Vice President: Richard Paplow 
    Treasurer:  Marjorie Lesnever   
     Secretary:  Barbara Mountain 
 

 

Demographic Report for Beginning of 2022 
 

There are 422 homes at The Wells. The demographics I will be sharing will be for 364  homes which does not 
include the seasonal rentals (422-58 rentals). I will be using the term “snowbirds” to indicate part time resi-
dents.     
                                                                           
How many people live at The Wells?  537.                                    
What is the average age for:  Men?  75.     Women?  74.                           
When talking about the homes (not the number of people), what percentage of homes do you think are occu-
pied by “snowbirds”?   53% .    
What percentage of the homes are occupied full time?  47%   
What  % of the people are “Snowbirds”?   61% .    Full time?  39%. 
What % of the residents are Men?   42%      Women?   58%.     
Ages:  Males range from 55 to 95.   Females range from 46 to 98.    
Snowbirds come from 26 states and 6 Canadian Provinces.  
The state with the most snowbirds is Minnesota with 93. Next is Iowa with 41, Wisconsin: 32, Washington: 
27, Canada: 27, North Dakota : 21. 
There were 45 homes that changed hands this past year.   
                                     
 Our annual Memorial Service honors residents who have passed away during the past year.  The first year was 
2002. In our programs we honored between 10 and 28 each year. In 2020 we honored 16 and in 2021 the num-
ber was 11. The average is 17 per year.                              Report by Nancy Lane. 
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 Activities 
    

“500”  Card Club 
We will be meeting every Saturday night at 6:30 pm in the clubhouse unless notified otherwise.  Will cost a 
quarter to participate and all money is paid out. This is for all players, new and experienced, single or with a 
partner.  This is a fun way to meet new people and reacquaint with old friends. 
 

Bowling 
Bowling at Mesa East on Tuesdays at 3:30. Please give Sharon or Dave Nelson a call if you would like to 
join.              Sharon Nelson: 605-809-6147      Dave Nelson: 605-553-4440 
 

Bridge  
Bridge is played in the clubhouse every Tuesday afternoon beginning at 12:30. Please sign up by Monday 
before each Tuesday. Sign up sheet is in the clubhouse card room. Please bring 50 cents for prizes. We are 
always looking for additional players. If you are interested in free beginners lessons, call Gene Urbatch 208-
215-9796  
 

Card Making 
Come join us & make a card. We have new paper, new stamps & die cuts.  Meetings are Mondays at 1:00pm 
in the craft room in the Clubhouse. New faces & new ideas are welcome!!   Contact:  Fran Atkinson 480-981-
3467   

Golf  
Couples and Singles golf will be finishing in March 2:30 shotgun start. We play 9 holes, cost is $32 per per-
son with a cart and $27 per person walking. If interested call Ron Kelly 641-344-7080 
 

 
Horse Shoes 

 
Come join us as we continue to pitch horse shoes on Thursdays at 1:00pm at the court by the putting green 

Contact Bob Boe  701-527-5966 

Line Dancing 
Dancing is in the Clubhouse.   We do Waltz, Polkas, 2 step, cha-cha, Charleston and Rhumba. 
The times are as follows: Wednesday: 3:30pm to 4:30pm- the class is for the beginner (Teaching Day).  
Thursday: 3:30pm to 4:30pm-Class is for exercise (Advanced Class).  Contact:  Nancy Neus  (507) 582-3126 
 

Library 
Sorry about the confusion in last months Wellsspoken. Yes , I am still doing the library along with the help of 
Judy Aakre, Linda Christ and Barb Justice.  
 
I have purchased the January and February. books and will be adding more soon. We are happy to see so 
many books and puzzles being borrowed and returned. Please put your returned books in the basket under the 
chair and we put them away. With the flea market in Feb. we cleaned out all the books with copyrights older 
than 15 years  to make room for new and to declutter the library.  
 
Your donations of books and puzzles are always welcome.              Dale Emerson  480-734-7095 
 

Mahjong  
Do you want to learn how to play Mahjong?  We will teach you! Join us Mondays at 1:00pm in the Club-
house.            Contact:  Jean McGuire. 
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Needlework Circle 

We continue to meet on Thursdays from 1:00 to 3:00.  If there is anything that you are interested in please let 
us know.  Come and join us and see what everyone is doing. You can bring your own project and join the 
group.    Call Evelyn at 480-510-3779   

 

Neighborhood Watch  
Chairperson: Marilyn Montgomery #345 (480-270-9378); Block Captains: Richard & Doris Delaney #481 
(480-985-2532), Cheryl Gabriel #344 (480-202-3641), Sharon Hoffer #217 (480-261-3892), Jim & Barb 
Oberhoffer #426 (602-525-7005), Ken & Marlene Shadle #267 (480-532-1508), Wanda Saunders  #356  
(480-330-5776), and Marlene Trunkenboltz #35 (480-242-7973).   
 
The Neighborhood Watch (NW) program enlists the active participation of residents here at The Wells (in co-
operation with the Mesa Police Department) to reduce burglaries and other neighborhood crimes in our Com-
munitee. Its primary purpose is the protection of lives and property - yours and your neighbor's.  Make com-
ing to our NW events a habit -- where you can meet your Block Captain, hear fascinating speakers, and learn 
about ways to keep yourself safe and healthy!   
 
Have you enjoyed the Neighborhood Watch events in 2021?  Did you learn something you didn't know be-
fore?  Enjoyed meeting City of Mesa first responders while visiting with your neighbors at the same time?  
Help us keep these events coming in 2022!  We are looking for 6-8 Block Captains whose sole mission is to 
improve the health and safety of our residents here at the Wells...and have some fun in the process!  Contact 
Marilyn for more information at 480-270-9378.  
 

Pickleball 
We would like to welcome everyone back to our “Home Away from Home” at The Wells!  We will be play-
ing pickleball every day at 10:30am and 3:00pm.  Novices are most welcome, and we will be teaching on 
Tuesday & Thursdays at 2:00pm.  We enjoy teaching the game to all who are interested in fun and fellowship 
with a super group of Wells residents.  Ray & Laveda Files  #037  (515) 480-3566. 

 

Pinochle 
Contact Roger & Gerry Resseguie 303-776-5415 for details. Tuesday nights at 7:00 pm in the Club-
house.  Bring a quarter and have a good time.  

Quilt Club  
We meet the second and fourth Fridays at 10 am on March 11th and 25th.  This months meetings will be 
about bindings and great tips!  Last month we had demonstrations about making bags and embroidery quilt-
ing. All quilters are welcome to come even if you are a very new beginner or just enjoy sewing projects!  We 
also have show and tell of projects we are working on or quilting tools we have tried out.  Please remember to 
bring a mask and your nametag.  These meetings will be the last ones of the season.  Call Bobbi Wodtli 
(#307) for any more information.  360-990-4434 
 

Shuffle Board 
Monday, Wednesday & Friday: 9:00 am – 11:00 am 
Equipment is provided.  Everyone is welcome. On-the-spot training for new players. 
TIME CHANGE   -   STARTING ON FEBRUARY  28, 2022  -  9:00 am– 11:00am.  
UPCOMING EVENTS: Annual Singles Tournament -Monday, March 14th, Tuesday,  March 15th and 
Wednesday, March 16th  -  9:00 am.  
Friday, March 18th - Shamrock Night shuffle - 6:00 pm at the courts 
Friday, March 25th - Easter Bunny Night Shuffle - 6:00 pm at the courts. Contact Ken Hanusa at 608-370-
3879 for information. 
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Stain Glass 

Stain Glass started Wednesday December 1st, 2021. Call John Berg for details 480-396-0891 

Tennis 
The East Valley Senior Tennis League (EVSTL) season will end on March 4th.  We will continue to play so-
cial tennis as long  as we have players on our courts Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday and at the Apache 
Wells RV Park on Monday and Friday still starting @ 9AM until the weather warms up and then we will start 
at 8:30AM.  Any time change will be posted.   Jim Riedl 
 

Wells Belles 
Wells Belles President- Kris Perry 
Vice President Diana Butzlaff 
Treasurer Donna Breezee; Secretary Laveda Files; Ex Officio Carol Weber  
 
February’s premier showing of “The Kachina Kollection” was thoroughly enjoyed by 134 women.  A deli-
cious meal was served by Cheryl Conarty’s crew and the models were amazing this year! They showcased 
their creations under the direction of Diana Butzlaff and narrated by the witty commentary of their emcee, 
June Davis! 
Our next meeting is March 3rd @ 11:00 AM.  This is our annual Baskets & Bonnets Luncheon. Sue Berg and 
Nancy Fochs are in charge of the event. If you would like to make a basket, there is still time. Sign-up sheets 
for donating a basket and to attend the event are in the card room. There will be a free will donation accepted 
at the door. Proceeds from this event will be donated to “STEAM”.  A representative will be present to ex-
plain the work they do for high school students in Mesa. 
A HUGE “THANK YOU” goes out to Barb Cramer, Joan Dabbert and Judy Craver for chairing this 
year's Flea Market!! They did an awesome job of organizing the event and the changes were loved by all!!  
Thank you to all the chairs and volunteers who made this annual fundraiser a great success! 
And thank you to all of those who donated items, bought raffle tickets, baked pies, cookies & cakes and came 

to shop.  Your support was greatly appreciated! 

The Wells Jammers 
The Jammers invite you to the Jam session every Thursday at 6:30pm 
 

Wood Carving 

Meet Tuesdays at 10am in the craft room in the clubhouse. For more info call David Jaeger at 507-581-3047 

 

Yoga 

YOGA with Nancy will be on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Ladies from 7 to 8am and men from 9 to 10am.  
There will be no yoga on Tuesday, March 1st and  Thursday, March 3rd. 
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MARCH BIRTHDAYS 
Carlson, Jane  03/03  
Mair, Mark  03/03 
Tatton, Catherine 03/03 
Trammel,Sharon 03/03 
Young, Barbara 03/05 
Bialk, Judy  03/05 
Jensen, Loretta 03/05 
Howland, Lois  03/06 
Hofer-Thurston, Elaine03/06 
Eklo, Sandra  03/08 
Kelly, Ron  03/08 
Planck, Russ  03/08 
Secora, Mona  03/08 
Binder, Gary  03/09 
McGuire, Jean  03/09 
Files, Ray  03/09 
Breezee, Donna 03/10 
Graham, James 03/12 
Mountain, Timothy 03/12 
Hill, Adrienne  03/12 

Iudiciani, Kathy  03/13 
Cousins, Nancy  03/14 
Hammen, Donna  03/14 
Rithmiller, Clayton  03/14 
Mallory, Jean   03/14 
Quien,Janice   03/14 
Wallace, Bill   03/15 
Nelson, Janet   03/15 
Gaul, Ambrose  03/15 
Plischke, Rena   03/16 
Salinas, Carlos  03/16 
Becker, Daniel  03/19 
Jackson, Susan  03/19 
Speaker, Sonia  03/19 
Swift, James   03/19 
Hanrath, John   03/21 
Johnson, Nancy  03/21 
Weber, Rick   03/21 
Atkinson, Frances  03/22 
Murray, Debra   03/22 
Byrne, Florence  03/22 

Happy Birthday 

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES 

Wantroba, Donald & Elaine  03/04/1989   
Tuberg, Larry & Barbara  03/04/1989  
Whitehurst, Richard & Cynthia 03/06/1965 
Emerson, Dale & Thora Dale  03/06/1971 
Jaeger, David & Roni   03/08/1998 
Struth, Jerry & Eleanor  03/10/1973 
Whiteside, Mike & Deborah  03/10/1984 

Kelly, Ron & Loretta   03/11/1956  
York, Mel & Nancy   03/14/1980 
Larson, Bruce & Rhea  03/15/1986 
Newton, David & Kassie  03/21/2003 
Schoneman, Vernon & Judy  03/22/1969 
Harrison, Robert & Maria  03/24/2018 
Brown, Lloyd & Linda  03/25/1999 
L’heureux, Joe & Debby  03/28/1981  

Happy Anniversary 

Helfenstein, Ronnie  03/22 
Urban, James   03/22 
Worden, Larry   03/22 
Marshal, Del   03/23 
Turner, Roger   03/23 
Bullock, Douglas  03/23 
Boehm, Anna   03/24 
Newton, Kassie  03/24 
Sack, Rosan   03/26 
Boyd, Mike   03/27 
Danezyk, Debra  03/27 
Hoffer, Charlene  03/28 
Sack, Albert   03/29 
Serson, Marion  03/30 
Hanusa, Kenneth  03/30 
DeSchepper, Arlene  03/30 
Snyder, Richard  03/30 
Gohl, Jerome   03/31 
Norman, Bain   03/31 

 
In Memoriam 

 
Anne Kavanaugh in lot 191 passed away 02/06/2022 
 
 

On a Personal Note 
 

Kachina Collection Recipes are available in the office if you are interested.  - Cheryl Conarty 
 
Thank you to all who attended the Memorial Service on February 6th where we remembered 11 people who 
passed away in 2021 and 16 who passed away in 2020. Thank you to all who helped make this a special day. 
The Wells is looking for a new coordinator for the Memorial Service. It could be more than one person so get 
a friend or two together and talk to Mindy in the office. We have had a Memorial Service for 20 years so you 
could continue the tradition.  - Nancy Lane 
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