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he Wellspoken

THE WELLS
A 55+ COMMUNITY

Important Dates to Remember

¢ Saturday March 2nd B&G Work Day. Meet at the tool shed at 8:30am

¢ Tuesday March 5Sth  Board meeting in the Clubhouse at 8:30am

¢ Thursday March 7th  Wells Belles meet in the Clubhouse at 11:00am

¢ Friday March 8th  Quilt Show by the mailboxes and pool area at 10:00am
+ Saturday March 9th  Monthly Potluck on the Greenway at 5:00pm

¢ Sunday March 10th History of The Wells

¢ Sunday March 17th St. Patrick’s Day Pool Party at 2:00pm

¢+ Wednesday March 20th Board meeting in the Clubhouse at 7:00pm

¢ Sunday March 24th Happy Trails Party in the Clubhouse at 5:00pm

¢ Sunday March 31st Easter dinner in the Clubhouse at 1:00pm

The Deadline for the April
Wellspoken is March 22nd, 2024
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HOA President’s Report

We would like to welcome Dale Emerson as the newest member to the Board of Directors (BOD) and the two (2)
returning members to the Board, Ken Shadle & Jim Riedl. The BOD elected new officers for the coming year are:
Jim Riedl President, Joe Lander, Vice President, Barb Mountain, Secretary and Marge Lesnever, Treasurer. There
will be some planned moves within various committees in the next few months. Please stay tuned.

At the December 20, 2023 monthly meeting the BOD approved a monthly general assessment increase of $4.00.
This will take effect on March 1st.

The Wells Belles annual Flea Market was once again a great success. More details will be found elsewhere in this
Wellspoken.

We are investigating some other options for recycling and a shred day event. No decisions have been made at this
time.

The Election Committee is looking at clarifying the paperwork needed for homes in trusts or LLC’s to grant
homeowners the voting rights for your homes.

Finally, I would like to thank all of our chairs, committees and volunteers for giving of your 3 T’s (Time, Talent

& Treasure). Each of the committees and clubs will have more details of their activities also found elsewhere in
this newsletter. -Jim Riedl, President

HOA Manager’s Report

Thank you to all the volunteers who helped distribute the Wells Directories. All homeowners who have not
picked up their directory can do so at the office. Directories will be handed out to homeowners ONLY unless
written consent is given to the office by the homeowner. The deadline for the 2025 directory is December 1st,
2024

Friendly reminder : Pick up fruit as it falls. This helps keep rodents and pests to a minimum, fallen fruit becomes
food for rodents and other unwanted creatures. A few dead rats have been found around the community. Please
make a conscious effort to keep up with control of weeds /landscaping to help keep the community beautiful year
round. The office will continue to give notices for weeds and other violations. Be sure your lots are in “neat and
clean condition”.

As the season begins to wind down for many, please don’t forget to fill out a departure form. Be sure to include
the information of any caretakers watching over your property. We have made great strides in keeping the com-
munity landscaping and maintenance violations to a minimum. Lets keep this going through the summer!

Reminder: Break down all boxes so everyone can utilize the bins effectively.

Please only flush toilet tissue down your toilets. Thank you!

Mindy Hopkinson, The Wells HOA Manager
Wells HOA Office, 480-641-3776
email: office@thewellshoa.com
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THE WELLS COMMITTEES
Architectural Review Committee (ARC)

Chairperson: Ken Shadle
Members: Tom Crosbie, Barb Oberhoffer, Bob Winkels, Judy Craver, Ruth Teller, Tom Shollenbarger, Barb
Justice, Hal Severance, Dale Emerson, and Scott Brenner.

Homeowners who are going to alter landscape, or do any work on the outside of their home, need to get
approval from the ARC committee. ARC Committee meets the first and third Thursday of each month at 9:00
am in the conference room. Pick up and return your completed ARC Request Form to the HOA Office prior
to the next ARC meeting. If you are painting, attach a sample of the colors you selected. There is a color book
in the HOA Office that contains approved colors. It also contains approved colors for driveways and planter
boxes. If you have any questions when filling out the ARC form, contact one of the ARC members for
assistance. If you are doing any remodeling on the outside of your house, attach a drawing of your plan along
with the dimensions. A recommended list of plants for the planter box and the side of the home is in the HOA
office. You must wait for approval before you begin the work. Then post the yellow copy of the form on the
front window of your house until the work is completed.

Bingo
Chairman: Ron Knoll
Board Liaison: Jim Riedl
Members: Karen Bassett, Don Bassett, Cate Knoll

Bingo is every Monday night at 6:30pm at the Clubhouse. Cards and daubers on sale starting at 5:30pm. The
Bingo Appreciation luncheon for all Bingo volunteers is scheduled for Thursday, March 21 at 3pm. Please
sign up in the clubhouse. The last night for Bingo at the Wells in 2024 is Monday, March 25™. Come join us!
If you have any questions, call Ron at (218) 838-3940.

Laveda Files will be selling snacks at intermission, so if you would like to donate a cake or bars, call Laveda
at (515) 480-3566 and leave a message. We look forward to seeing all of you at Bingo!

Building & Grounds Committee

Chairman: Ken Hanusa
Board Liaison: Joe Lander
Members: Dale Emerson, Clayton Breezee, Mel York, Ron Knoll and John Burns.

The final workday of the season will be on March 2™, Meet at the tool shop at 8:30 a.m. There will be a
signup sheet on the tool shop door for projects to work on. All help will be appreciated.

Clubhouse Committee

Chairman: Sharon Nelson, 605-809-6147
Board Liaison: Nancy York
Members: Marlene Trunkenbolz, Laurie Page, Marion Roberts and Marla Hausauer.

We have made a few revisions to the Clubhouse Rules and Guidelines. They have been posted in the kitchen
and in the card room. If you have any questions about this, please call one of the committee members.

Thanks to all of you that helped clean the Clubhouse in February. We had a great turnout. Our next cleaning
day will be Saturday, March 2™ at 8:30 a.m. See you there!
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Financial Report
thru January 2024

Chairperson - Mark Collins
Finance Committee Members - Craig Erickson, Ivan Jenkins, Pat Johnston, Nancy Lane, Don Popowski
Board Liaison - Marge Lesnever

The monthly Finance Committee meeting will be at 9AM on Mar 18 in the Board Room. Residents are
welcome to observe.

¥TD Income Budget 66,352.00
Actual 68,756.13

Difference 240413 more than budget
¥TD Operating Expenses Budget 59,730.00
Actual 66,829 67

Difference 7,099.67 more than budget
¥YTD Qut-of-Ordinary Net Expense 11,314 40
¥TD Total Expenses 78,144 07
Checking Account 31,775.27
Reserve Accounts Operational Reserve 206,168.56
Capital Reserve 492 B83.37
Total Reserves £99,051.93
Accounts Receivable Total Receivables 10,673.94

Maonthly Change 3,897.01 increase

Monthly Domestic Water Use
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Communications Committee

Chairperson: Jean McGuire
Board Liaison: Dale Emerson
Members: Sue Berg, Judy Bialk, Mary Miller, Darlene Rolle, Wanda Saunders

Residents please verify your 2024 Directory information. Changes must be made before December 1 to be in-
cluded in the 2025 Directory. Email the office or fill out a form in the office.

Residents and renters remember: Check in with the office when you have been gone for an extended period of

time. Check out with the office when you are leaving for an extended period of time. Fill out a form stating
who will be taking care of your property.

Social Committee

Social Chairperson: Jean Mallory

Board Liaison: Barb Mountain

Members of the Social Committee: Dale Emerson, Alice Klinkenborg, Ronnae Berry, Kathi Middendorff and
Cate Knoll

Saturday, March 9" — Monthly Potluck @5pm. Come to the Potluck Picnic. The Wells will furnish fried chick-
en and you bring the picnic sides — potato salad, cole slaw, baked beans, chips, salads, and desserts. There will
be food tables set up on the greenway and tables and chairs for all of us to sit down and eat. Wear your name
badge.

Sunday, March 17" — St. Patrick’s Day Pool Party. Wear your green. Music by Rick Senger
2pm to Spm. There will be food tables set up in the pool area. Bring an appetizer to share.

Sunday March 24™ — Happy Trails — End of Season Party. Cowboy cuisine will be served at 5pm. Gordie and
Debbie will entertain from 6pm-9pm. Wear your cowboy hat and boots and join us for our last party of the sea-
son. Tickets are available for $10.00 per person in the office.

Sunday, March 31* — Easter Dinner at lpm. The Wells will furnish the hams and you’re asked to bring a side
to share and your place setting. Sign up in the card room. Coffee and water will be furnished.

Election Committee

Sharon Hoffer: Out Going Chair 480-261-3892, Incoming Chair: Kathi Middendorff

Board Liaison: Jim Riedl

Members: Donna Breezee, Jim Dent, Alice Klinkenborg, Shirlee Magnusson, Joyce MacArthur, Dave Nelson,
Sharon Nelson, Donna Sennert, Bob Tomasic, Penny Urbatsch,

The election committee expresses thanks and appreciation to Nancy Lane for her many years of dedicated ser-
vice to The Wells elections. She joined this committee in 2013 and has been a source of knowledge and exper-
tise. She also reported demographics annually to the HOA board at the annual meetings. In addition, this will
be my last article for the Wellspoken as outgoing chairperson of the Election Committee. Both Nancy and I will
be around should there be questions about the election process, and we both agree that it was a privilege to
serve. The Wells HOA Election was held February 6, 2024. Four declared candidates: Kenneth Shadle, Jim
Riedle, Craig Erickson and Sue Hutchinson, plus one declared write-in candidate: Dale Emerson, ran for three
positions and the following were elected for a three-year term.

Continued on next page.
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Election Committee Continued

Results of the 2024 Election of the HOA Board of Director
Ken Shadle - 123 Votes
Jim Riedl 136 Votes
Craig Erickson 91 Votes
Sue Hutchinson 49 Votes

Write-In
Dale Emerson 170 Votes
Other Write-Ins 5 Votes

Total Votes Cast: 569; Total Ballots Cast: 214; Percentage of Eligible Voters: 50.7%

The newly elected board members (Dale Emerson, Jim Riedl and Ken Shadle) were sworn in for their three-
year term at the Annual Meeting held on February 21, 2024. The HOA Board elected officers for 2024:

President: Jim Riedl

Vice President: Joe Lander
Treasurer: Marjorie Lesnever
Secretary: Barbara Mountain

The election committee is pleased to see an uptick in the percentage of eligible voters turning out for election
either in person or by absentee voting. The following is a comparison of previous years:

2013 -70%; 2014 — 60%; 2015 — 63.9%; 2016 — 55.8%; 2017 — 49%; 2018 — 54%:;

2019 — 43%; 2020 — 38.4%; 2021 — 30.03%; 2022 — 32.7%; 2023 — 45.7%; 2024 — 50.7%

*#*+%% Please be aware***** In light of the confusion surrounding properties owned by Trusts, LLC’s,
Corporations or Partnership, the HOA board passed a Resolution at the February 13, 2024 HOA Board
Meeting allowing owners to sign a one-time only Voter Eligibility Form. This form will be good until
property is sold or until another designated person is appointed. Hopefully, this will eliminate many
problems. Future open meetings by the election committee on this topic will be held prior to the next
election cycle in 2025.

Demographic Report for Beginning of 2024

There are 422 homes at The Wells. The demographics I will be sharing will be for 397 homes which does not
including the seasonal rentals. I will be using the term “snowbirds” to indicate part time residents.

How many people live at The Wells? 592.
What is the average age of Men? 75, Women? 73.

When talking about the homes (not the number of people), what percentage of homes do you think are occu-
pied by “snowbirds”? 52%.

What percentage of the homes are occupied full time? 48%.
What % of the people are “Snowbirds”? 61%, Full time? 39%.
What % of the residents are Men? 43%, Women? 57%.

Ages: Males range from: 56 to 96, Females range from: 46 to 101.
Snowbirds come from 24 states and 7 Canadian Provinces.

The state with the most snowbirds is Minnesota with 86. Next is lowa with 38, Wisconsin 35, Washington 34,
Canada 29, North Dakota 22.

Number of trusts:102 Corporations (etc.): 8, Total 110. - Nancy Lane
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Wells Belles

President: Laurie Page, (515)518-6502, lpage821@gmail.com
Vice President: Diana Butzlaff
Secretary: Marla Hausauer; Treasurer: Donna King; Ex Officio Linda Christ.

Our March 7" business meeting will begin at 11:00 with a luncheon to follow, hosted by Nancy Fochs. Follow-
ing the luncheon our annual Baskets and Bonnets event will be held. Sue Berg is coordinating this effort. Bas-
kets are arranged by clever women and offer varied goodies for sale. Please consider how you can be a part of
this worthwhile effort to raise funds for charities. And remember to wear your favorite bonnet. This year the
Wells Belles charitable organization for March is Gabriel’s Angels. Gabriel’s Angels is one of few programs
that deliver free healing Pet Therapy services to vulnerable children throughout Arizona. They anticipate serv-
ing 2300 children with 125 registered Pet Therapy teams. The goal is to enhance vulnerable children’s social
and emotional development by teaching core behaviors — attachment, confidence, self-regulation, affiliation,
empathy, tolerance and respect.

Just a note to help our hostess: If you have signed up and later find that you are unable to attend, please call
Nancy Fochs to let her know so she can offer that place for someone who may be on a waiting list. And she can
adjust her food preparation so as not to be wasteful. There were 9 people who had signed up for the February
luncheon who did not attend.

ANNUAL WELLS BELLES FLEA MARKET AND BAKE SALE
held on Saturday, February 17, 2024

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL WELLS RESIDENTS! YOU DID IT AGAIN! You set another all-time rec-
ord high for net profit at the Flea Market and Bake Sale this year!

Whether you donated the fabulous saleable household goods and placed them in those stackable boxes for the
team to stack from floor to ceiling to maximize our two rented storage units—whether you donated furniture,
bikes, sporting goods, flat screen TVs, home décor, vintage collectable items, jewelry and boutique items, small
appliances and kitchen items, novelties, books, pictures, tools, linens, clothing, or prepared and donated the
scrumptious home-baked goodies for the outstanding bake sale—whether you were involved with the setup,
teardown, box management or cleanup processes, or the loading and unloading and delivering processes, impro-
vising along the way to make everything work—whether you delivered flyers, posted online advertising, put up
or took down signs—whether you cooked, sold or served food to the masses during the two days, or provided
overnight security, or directed traffic and parked cars for our outside neighbors who came to shop, or greeted
everyone who came in the door with a smile—whether you participated in one of the raffles or purchased some
of the great flea market bargains . . . know that ALL of you collectively enabled our hard-working and talented
teams of 200+ volunteers to transform our beautiful clubhouse into a spectacular flea market, bakery and out-
door café that produced $940 in awarded Raffle cash prizes, and over $11,800 net profit that can be used for
community projects and upgrades for all of us to enjoy here at The Wells!

Thank you so much, ALL of you, including the HOA office staff, for managing to continually find new ways to
make this big event even bigger and better each year—and more fun for all of us to enjoy!

Co-Chairs: Linda Brown #205, 402-984-0408 and Kris Perry #252, 208-451-3890
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Activities
500 Cards

Saturday nights at 6:30 pm. $0.25 to play. See you there. Pat Johnston 651-503-6822

Book Club

Friday, March 15 at 3:00pm. Lessons in Chemistry by Bonnie Garmus.
Monday, April 15 at 3:00pm. Switchboard Soldiers by Jennifer Chiverini. Ronnae Berry 970-227-9485

Bowling

Bowling is on Tuesday at 2115 East Southern Ave., Mesa AZ. Starting time 3:00pm. Cost will be 9 dollars a
week. For more info contact Sharon Nelson: 605-809-6147 or Dave Nelson: 605-553-4440

Bridge

Bridge every Tuesday at 12:30p.m. in the card room at the Clubhouse. Please sign-up. Must have 2 tables.
Cost: $.50 If unable to come as signed up-Phone Marlene Shadle (480) 532-1508

Chair Yoga
Chair Yoga, 7:30AM Monday thru Friday, Clubhouse. Illene Thompson, 641-414-8174, Thank You,

Golf — Couples

You must sign up on the sheet posted in the clubhouse by Sunday at 6:00 pm.

As a reminder, PLEASE mark Yes or No (not X, -, or ) to indicate whether or not you are golfing. A blank
space will be considered as No.

We will continue to keep golfers up to date by email, in addition to the clubhouse posting. The foursomes for
each week will be posted in the clubhouse every Monday.

Golf scrambles are scheduled. They will be the last Wednesday of March 2024. If you would like to be on the

couples email list, please send your email address to garychrist28@gmail.com.
Gary & Linda Christ Lot # 150

Golf — Men’s

Men’s golf is Friday morning at Greenfield Lakes Golf Course. Sign-up sheets are in the Clubhouse, sign up
by Tuesday at noon. Include your email address and we can keep you informed about the first Friday morning
tee time for our league. Further information can be obtained from Bernie Plischke at 480-590-3880 or email
renabernie@gmail.com or garychrist28@gmail.com or call Gary Christ at 715-225-0796.

Page 8



Activities Continued

History of The Wells

A video, old photos and a summary of the early years of The Wells will be shown on Sunday March 10™, 2024
from 6pm-8pm in the clubhouse. This program has been shown numerous times and highly recommended for
all our new residents and anyone that may have missed it previously.—Marge Lesnever

Horseshoes

Come join us Thursday at 1:00pm for horseshoes at the court by the gazebo. We will continue to play each
Thursday throughout the winter. For more information contact Bob Boe ( #476 ) 701-527-5966. Thank you!
Bob

Line Dancing

Wednesdays: 3:30pm-4:30pm- Nancy Neus will lead the Advanced Class for “Exercise only”. Same routine,
songs, and dances each week- NO instruction provided. Dances to include Waltz, Polka, 2 Step, Charleston,
Rhumba, and more.

Thursday 3:30 — 4:30 BEGINNERS CLASS will continue with new instructors, Darlene Snyder and Monica
Patton. They will focus on teaching current dances as well as any new dances people want to learn. For more
information call Monica — Lot #239 — (218) 838-4968.

Mahjong

Learn to play Mahjong! Instruction provided. Easy game to learn. Mondays at 1:00 in the clubhouse. Stop by
and see what it is all about.

Neighborhood Watch

First, let me introduce myself, my name is Alex Huertas Lot 230. I am the contact person for Neighborhood
Watch. I will be holding monthly meetings with the community members once we have established a day and
time that is convenient for all involved. Our crime prevention officer is Dawn Blake of the Superstition Patrol
District 480-644-5014. If you have any questions or topic suggestions, please contact any of the community
members: Sharon Hoffer, Barb Oberhoffer, Ken & Marlene Shadle, Sharon Trammel, Marlene Trunkenblotz,
Marilyn Montgomery and Alex & Grace Huertas #230 480-270-2117.

Needlework Circle

We continue to meet on Thursdays at 1:00 in the card room. We continue to make baby hats for Desert Ban-
ner, afghans for dialysis patients and also we are donating hats and scarfs that are being placed on the statues
in downtown Mesa where the homeless can help themselves. If you are working on a project bring it in to
work on and enjoy the company.
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Activities Continued

PINOCHLE

Pinochle is on Tuesday nights 7:00pm - 9:00 pm in the large room of the Clubhouse. Bring a quarter and have a
good time. Roger and Gerry Resseguie, 303-776-5415. Dale Emerson, 480-734-7095.

Quilt Club

We are going to have The Wells QUILT SHOW on Friday March 8th!! Our favorite quilts will be hung along
the fence from the mailboxes towards the pool area. They will be hung outside from 10am to Spm. Weather
permitting!! This is our first show so please come and view them while you get your mail. Our meetings this
month will be on Friday, March 8th following the set up of our show and on Friday, March 22nd at 10am in the
clubhouse. Bobbi #307 (360) 990-4434.

Shuffle Board

Time Change 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Mon, Wed, and Fri. Weather permitting. There will be on spot training
for new %layers. Equipment is provided. Everyone is welcome. There will be a Bunny Shuffle Wednesday,
March 6™ at 7:00 p.m. under the lights. Tournaments March 18", 20" and 22 if needed. Contact Linda Paplow
Lot # 494.

Tennis
At this time, we are playing at 8:30 AM Monday & Friday at the Apache Wells RV Park and Tuesday,

Wednesday & Thursday here on our courts. This schedule will be adjusted according to the weather and the
availability of the AWRVP courts. -Jim Riedl.

Wells Jam Sessions

The Jams are held each week on Thursday nights from 6:30pm to 8:30pm. Come hear the music of your Wells
neighbors. Interested musicians should contact Bill Behrens 218-760-0419.

Yoga-Men's

Come join men's yoga Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:00am to 10:00 am. Bring a yoga mat and a small pillow
to do balance, stretch, and strength exercises. Yoga with Craig Pool (701)590-3067.
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Happy Birthday

MARCH BIRTHDAYS Graham, James 03/12 Byrne, Florence 03/22
Carlson, Jane 03/03 Mountain, Timothy 03/12 Helfenstein, Ronnie 03/22
Mair, Mark 03/03 Hill, Adrienne 03/12  Urban, James 03/22
Tatton, Catherine 03/03 Cousins, Nancy 03/14 Worden, Larry 03/22
Trammel, Sharon 03/03 Mallory, Jean 03/14 Marshal, Del 03/23
Bialk, Judy 03/05 Meikle, Patty 03/14  Turner, Roger 03/23
Hughes, Angela 03/05 Rithmiller, Clayton 03/14 Bullock, Douglas 03/23
Jensen, Loretta 03/05 Quien, Janice 03/14 Boehm, Anna 03/24
Vega, Salvador 03/05 Nelson, Janet 03/15 Newton, Kassie 03/24
Young, Barbara 03/05 Gaul, Ambrose 03/15 Godoi, Laura 03/26
Fasteen, Jane 03/06 Plischke, Rena 03/16 Boyd, Mike 03/27
Hofer-Thurston, Elaine03/06 Salinas, Carlos 03/16 Danezyk, Debra 03/27
Eklo, Sandra 03/08 Becker, Daniel 03/19 Hoffer, Charlene 03/28
Kelly, Ron 03/08 Jackson, Susan 03/19 Hanusa, Kenneth 03/30
Kula, Kevin 03/08 Speaker, Sonia 03/19 DeSchepper, Arlene 03/30
Planck, Russ 03/08 Swift, James 03/19 Snyder, Richard 03/30
Secora, Mona 03/08 Huertas-Ramos, Grace 03/21 Gohl, Jerome 03/31
Binder, Gary 03/09 Johnson, Nancy 03/21 Norman, Bain 03/31
McGuire, Jean 03/09 Weber, Rick 03/21 Williams, Nicole 03/31
Files, Ray 03/09 Atkinson, Frances 03/22
Breezee, Donna 03/10 Murray, Debra 03/22

Happy Anniversary
MARCH ANNIVERSARIES York, Mel & Nancy 03/14/1980
Wantroba, Donald & Elaine 03/04/1989 Boll, Brian & Jennifer 03/19/1989
Tuberg, Larry & Barbara 03/04/1989 Newton, David & Kassie 03/21/2000
Emerson, Dale & Thora Dale 03/06/1971 Harrison, Robert & Maria 03/24/2018
Jaeger, David & Roni 03/08/1998 Brown, Lloyd & Linda 03/25/1999
Struth, Jerry & Eleanor 03/10/1973 L’heureux, Joe & Debby 03/28/1981
Whiteside, Mike & Deborah 03/10/1984 Lopez Jorge & Sierra, Mariel 03/29/2003
Kelly, Ron & Loretta 03/11/1956

In Memoriam

Lisa Hiscocks in lot # 491 passed away Sunday February 25th, 2024

On a Personal Note

I just watched a video about Fargo Pack. This was their 10th year and the goal was 10 million meals. They
filled the Fargo Dome and packed 9,700,000 in one session! Google Fargo Pack 2024 to see it. - Diana Butzlaff

Thank you to all the volunteers who helped with the Annual Wells Memorial Service. It was a special afternoon
honoring the lives of the 22 residents and 6 former residents who passed away in the year 2023. Please remem-

ber to inform the office of the passing of your loved ones who are residents or former residents of The Wells so
we can honor them next year. Thank you, Roselynn Urness, Lot #130

I would like to thank everyone who supported me before, during and after the most recent election. I will con-
tinue to make decisions based on facts that are the best for the entire Community. -Jim Riedl
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