
Page   

 

  

 
 

Important Dates to Remember 
 

 Tuesday   December 2nd    Board of Director’s Meeting in the Clubhouse at 9:00am 

 Saturday  December 6th      Christmas Bazaar in the Clubhouse at 8:00am  
 Thursday   December 11th   Wells Belles meet in the Clubhouse at 11:00am 

 Saturday  December 13th   Work Saturday meet at the maintenance shed at 8:30am 

 Saturday  December 13th   Potluck in the Clubhouse at 5:00pm 

 Wednesday December 17th   Board of Director’s Meeting in the Clubhouse at 7:00pm 
 Sunday  December 21st   The Wells Caroling meet in front of Clubhouse at 5:30pm 
 Thursday  December 25th   Christmas Dinner in the Clubhouse at 1:00pm  
 Thursday  December 25th   Christmas Day office closed in observation. 
 Wednesday December 31st    New Years Eve Dance in the Clubhouse at 7:00pm 
 Thursday  January 1st         New Year Day office closed in observation. 
 

THE WELLS  

A 55+ COMMUNITY 

The Wellspoken 

Website:  thewellshomeowners.com       Email: office@thewellshoa.com 

December 2025 

The Deadline for the January 
Wellspoken is December 19th, 2025 
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HOA Manager’s Report 
The McDowell Gate is fully operational. The smaller system box was replaced with a larger one to provide a 
more aesthetically pleasing look and integrate the SRP and Fire Access Controls into the box instead of having 
them mounted to the outside.  
  
We are still waiting for Blue Stake to complete the markings for the 56th Street Gate before Junto Tech can saw- 
cut the entrance. They are running behind because of the rain. Work will begin Monday December 1st. 
  
Once they saw-cut, that entrance will be closed until we finish the install, which will take about 4-5 days. We 
will re-open it as soon as possible, if things go quicker than anticipated. 
  
Junto Tech spent 2 days at the McDowell entrance and helped residents understand how to use the FOBs. 
The FOBs are programmed, and the Guest Access PIN is working as well. They are also working with the man-
ufacturer on a more simple, user-friendly version of the mobile app, that should be available for release soon. 
 
If you are experiencing issues with your FOBs please bring them to the HOA office. Please see the photo at-
tached on the last page of the Wellspoken. 
 
If you would like to add an article into the wellspoken please be sure to email or bring in your article to the 
HOA office by the deadline stated on the front page of the Wellspoken.  
 
The HOA office will be closed Thursday, December 25th & January 1st, in observance of Christmas and New 
Years Day. 
 

Happy Holidays & Please pick up after your pet. Thank you! 
 

Mindy Hopkinson, The Wells HOA Manager 
Wells HOA Office, 480-641-3776 
email: office@thewellshoa.com 

The HOA President’s Report   
 

Good day to everyone here in The Wells Community and as I write this article, we are experiencing a semi rare 
rain shower. 
 
First things first, our primary concern at this time to ensure that our transition to the new gate system runs as 
smoothly as it possibly can. Make sure that you come to the office to pick up your new gate FOB and familiar-
ize yourself with the process to open the gates. If you have any problems with it, the office staff is here to help 
you. 
 
A secondary issue that I feel a need to address is safety concerns within the community. We are now approach-
ing the time when we are close to full occupancy and safety becomes more critical. There are many homeown-
ers out and about with a number of them facing mobility issues. Therefore, it is essential that drivers and those 
with golf carts be well aware of, and follow our speed limits so, that we are not endangering anyone. We have 
several times in the past talked about the use of speed bumps throughout the community. Even though those 
talks have never moved beyond the talking state, the issue is heating up again. Safe speed and safety on our 
streets is a must and remember “only you can prevent speed bumps.” 
 
Along these same lines, we have had several instances of conflicts with dogs and home owners. It is imperative 
that we keep control of our pets, pick up after them and keep them from conflict with other pets and owners. 
This is extremely important as we seem to have more and more pets every year. 
 
I hope that everyone has a safe and fruitful Thanksgiving and remember to give “thanks” for all that we do 

have. HOA President, Bob Tomasic #41 
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   THE WELLS COMMITTEES 
 

Architectural Review Committee (ARC) 
 

Chairperson: Ken Shadle 
Members: Tom Crosbie, Bob Winkels, Judy Craver, Barb Justice, Hal Severance, Dale Emerson, Scott 
Brenner, Barb Cramer, Denise Kozlowski, and Klye Prodoehl 
 
Homeowners who are going to alter landscape, or do any work on the outside of their home, need to get 
approval from the ARC Committee. The ARC Committee meets the first and third Thursday of each month at 
9:00am in the conference room. Pick up and return your completed ARC Request Form to the HOA Office 
prior to the next ARC meeting. If you are painting, attach a sample of the colors that you selected. There is a 
color book in the HOA Office that contains approved colors. It also contains approved colors for driveways 
and planter boxes. If you have any questions when filling out the ARC form, contact one of the ARC members 
for assistance. If you are doing any remodeling on the outside of your house, attach a drawing of your plan 
along with the dimensions. A recommended list of plants for the planter box and the side of the home is in the 
HOA Office. You must wait for approval before you begin the work. After approval, post the yellow copy of 
the form on the front window of your house until the work is completed.   
 
 

Bingo 

Chairman: Don Bassett 
Board Liaison: Jim Riedl 
Members: Karen Bassett, Alice Fitzgerald, Pat Johnston, and Sue Hutchinson 
 

No Report. 
 
 

Building & Grounds Committee 

Chairman: LeeRoy Perry 
Board Liaison: Joe Lander 
Members: Dale Emerson, John Burns, Terry Meikle, Larry Berg, Sue Hutchinson and Dave Slattery 
 
Buildings and grounds has been busy gathering information for the first of the season Board meeting and the 
finance committee. Road surface crack sealing, water / irrigation issues have also been studied. 

Saturday the 13th of December will be the next planned work day. A few dedicated volunteers have continued 

to upgrade several of the pool deck chairs. We also plan to work on the redo of the area in front of the 
mailbox/office. The root problem with a tree in the east greenway looks to also possibly make the list of 
chores to do.  

We will also work on filling some of the large cracks in the road surface. The large tree east of the clubhouse 

has been addressed and hopefully by the time this reaches print, it will be  fixed. The buildings and grounds 
committee welcomes input from all residents and invite new members to join our group.    
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Clubhouse Committee 

 

Chairman: Sharon Nelson,  
Board Liaison: Bob Tomasic 
Members: Marlene Trunkenbolz, Laurie Page, Marion Roberts, Marla Hausauer, John Burns, and Judy Miller 
 
There will not be a December Clubhouse workday. Enjoy the Christmas Bazaar on December 6th instead! 
 
If you would like to reserve the Clubhouse for a birthday party, memorial service or family gathering, please 
call Sharon Nelson and check date with the HOA office. 
 
Thank you to the elves that decorated the Clubhouse for Christmas! You are appreciated!  
 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 
 

 
Communications Committee 

 
Chairperson: Jean Mallory 
Board Liaison: Bob Tomasic 
Members: Nancy Lane, Carol Tomasic, Mary Miller and Debbie Boe 

 
Residents, please verify your information in the 2025 directory and notify the office if you have any changes.  
 
December 1st is the deadline for changes to the 2026 directory. Mary Miller continues to contact new renters 
and owners by phone and home visits.  The information she has for you is important, so please contact her if 
you have not had a visit. 
Residents and renters remember to check in with the office when you have been gone for an extended period of 
time 
 
The Wellspoken and bulletin boards are your best source of information at The Wells.  Place 3x5 dated index 
card for bulletin board submissions in the basket inside the office door.  Board #3 is used with permission and 
must be on a half 8 x 5 1/2 -inch paper. Place letter submission in the basket inside the office door. 
 

The Welcome Open House is on Sunday, January 11th 2026, from 1:00pm to 3:00pm.  This is a fun way to ex-
plore all there is to do at The Wells.  Refreshments will be served and door prizes will be given out.  All resi-
dents and renters are encouraged to attend. We will be contacting Activity Chairpersons soon. 
 
The Wellspoken is also available online at www.thewellshomeowners.com 

Please wear your name badge.  
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Election Committee 

 
Chair: Kathi Middendorff 
Board Liaison: Jim Riedl 
Members: Donna Breezee, Jim Dent, Alice Fitzgerald, Shirlee Magnusson, Barb Justice, Joyce MacArthur, Dave 
Nelson, Sharon Nelson, Donna Sennert, Bob Tomasic, Penny Urbatsch, Sheri Weixel  
 
The 2026 HOA Election is approaching and there will be two (2) positions open for the Wells HOA Board of Direc-
tors. Directors are elected for a three (3) year term. There are no term limits.  
 
If you are interested in one of these positions, file a Letter of Intent and a 100-150 word or less, resume, along with a 
headshot photo with the Election Committee. (Note: Please do not go over the 150 words limit). Forms to file are in 
the HOA office. Return the completed documents to the HOA office. The cutoff date for filing is by the close of busi-
ness day on the second Friday of December (December 12, 2025, 4:30 pm) for your name to be on the ballot. Names 
of candidates will be posted on the manager’s bulletin board. Resumes along with photos will be published as submit-
ted in the January 2026 Wellspoken. 
 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
Please note: According to the CC&R’s Section 5.3 Voting Rights Item B: “Units owned by corporations, family 
trusts, or non-residents, are entitled to one (1) vote for which a proxy determining who is casting the vote must be on 
file with the HOA at least ten (10) days prior to an election.” If you fall into this category, you will be receiving a 
letter from The Wells HOA with a Proxy and/or Voter Eligibility form to be returned by January 23, 2026. If you 
filled out one of these forms in 2024 or 2025 you will not need to fill out another form. These forms will no longer 
expire after 11 or 25 months. Please check with the HOA office if you are unsure if you signed. If this form is not 
filled out and filed in the HOA office, residents holding property as described above will not be able to vote.  
 

THE ELECTION SCHEDULE AND ANNUAL HOA MEETING 
 
December 12, 2025: Cut-off date for candidates to file and have their names placed on the printed ballot. 
 
January 14, 2026: “Meet the Candidates Night” at 7:00 pm in the clubhouse. Anyone announcing their candidacy this 
night, may do so, but will have to be a write-in vote on the ballot.  
 
February 3, 2026: Election Day – Polls open 10am -6:00 pm in the clubhouse.  
 
February 18, 2026: Homeowner’s Annual Meeting – 7:00 pm in the clubhouse. 
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Social Committee 
 

Social Chairperson: Cate Knoll 
Board Liaison: Barb Mountain 
Members: Jean Mallory, Ronnae Berry, Kathi Middendorff, Debbi Whiteside, and Laurie Fuller 
 
December Events: 
 
Saturday, December 13th : Potluck at 5pm.  Theme: Wear your “Ugly Christmas Sweater”.  Bring a dish to share and 
your place setting. Wear your name badge. 
 
Sunday, December 21st: Caroling in The Wells.  Meet the group in front of the Clubhouse at 5:30pm.  7:00pm after 
caroling, we will meet in the clubhouse for homemade cookies, hot chocolate and coffee.  The Wells Singers will lead 
us in our favorite Christmas Carols.  You don’t have to go caroling to join us in the Clubhouse. 
 
Thursday, December 25th: Christmas Day Dinner at 1pm.  Ham, coffee and water will be provided by The Wells.  
Bring a dish to share and your place setting. Sign up in card room 
 
Wednesday, December 31st:: New Years Eve Dance 7pm to 9pm.  Music provided by Kevin Todd Band.  Tickets are 

available for purchase for $10.00 per person at the office. 

 
 

Wells Belles 

President: Diana Butzlaff 
Vice President: Connie Huff-Essmeier 
Treasurer: Donna King, Secretary: Marla Hausauer, Ex Officio: Laurie Page 

 
December's meeting is the Christmas Tea on December 11, starting at 11am. This year’s event will be a traditional High 
Tea with scones and clotted cream, and finger sandwiches and holiday desserts. There are 12 tables, so be sure to sign 
up for your spot. The signup for the Tea is on the bulletin board in the cardroom. We will have a waitlist, if we have 
more interest than spots. 
 

Our charity is Sleep in Heavenly Peace which builds beds for children who don’t have one.  Staff from the group will be 
here to tell us about their project. This year members can choose to donate cash or buy bedding for the beds. Sheets and 
pillows must be new, but comforters can be quilted, knitted, or even tied fleece blankets. The size is a twin bed  55” x 
75”.  If you do bedding, put a note on it of the price you paid. Wells Belles will match up to $1500 of the cash and bed-
ding.   
 

Also this year, we’re trying a Secret Santa. If you want to participate, indicate with a star or check mark when you sign 
up for the Tea. Bring a wrapped gift ($10-12) to put under the tree. To make it a real secret you don't have to sign your 
name.     
 

Officers are also installed at this meeting.  They are Connie Huff, President; Audrey Boe Olson, Vice President; Marla 
Hausauer, Secretary; Ronni Jaeger, Treasurer. 
 

As a service to our Wells residents, we would like to create a list of community services, such as food assistance, trans-

portation and support for independent living.  This list would be included in the Wellspoken every month.  Kathi Mid-

dendorf has agreed to work on this project.  If you are interested in contributing, drop a note with your name and house 

number into the Suggestion Envelope in the cardroom or call Kathi directly.  
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WELLS BELLES ANNUAL FLEA MARKET  

SATURDAY FEBRUARY 21, 2026 
 

FOR THE BETTERMENT OF OUR WELLS COMMUNITY! 
 

FM Co-chair Team Members:  Patty Anderson 253-709-3877, Karen Bassett 763-242-2578, 
Cheryl Conarty 214-504-6289, Donna King 360-333-1013. 

 
 

SIGN-UP SHEETS for flea market volunteers have been posted on the bulletin board in the clubhouse cardroom, so 
please visit the board and sign up to help where you can.  New Wells residents are WELCOME!  If you were a team 
leader last year but you are unable to continue this year please contact a Flea Market co-chair as soon as possible. We 
will have Team Leader meetings on Tuesdays January 6, 2026, January 20, 2026 and February 24, 2026.   
Monday morning pickups of resident donations are underway.  We sincerely thank you for your generous donations as 
well as packing items in covered boxes, marking the contents of the boxes and placing them at the end of your drive-
way by 8:00am on Monday. Remember to call The Wells Office, 480-641-3776, by 4pm on Fridays for pickup on 
Monday. Monday donation pickups will continue through February 16, 2026.  
 

********** 
 
ACCEPTABLE ITEMS: Clothing/Accessories–-clean with no tears or stains, Shoes, Novelty Socks, Books, DVDs/
CDs, Flat Screen TVs/CD Players, Home Décor, Housewares, Small Appliances, Linens/Curtains, Seasonal Décor, An-
tiques/Collectables, Musical Instruments, Toys/Puzzles/Games, Jewelry/Boutique items, Sporting Goods, Tools and 
Furniture. 
 
ITEMS WE WON’T BE ABLE TO ACCEPT: mattresses, box springs, hide-a-beds, upholstered furniture with evi-
dence of smoking or pets, rolling table and chair sets, entertainment centers, large appliances, computers, tires, paint, 
building supplies, light fixtures, sinks, fireplace inserts, organs, pianos, console stereos, console TVs, Christmas trees, 
Christmas garland, sleeping pillows, men’s and women’s underwear, including socks (except novelty socks), worn-out 
clothing with tears/stains, unclean clothing, and men’s and women’s pants/jeans with no sizing information.  
 
SMALL ITEMS (NON-FURNITURE): When possible, please pack in boxes with lids and write the contents of the box 
on the outside. Please indicate the bed size/type on bed linen bundles. 
 

*********** 
 

The WELLS BAKE SALE is a huge part of the flea market, and it never disappoints!  A BIG THANK YOU goes out 
to all of you bakers, in advance, for your generous support in providing the phenomenal spread of home-baked goods 
that we all enjoy!   
 
We’re still looking for donation pick-up drivers and driver’s helpers for January and February Monday mornings. A 
quick run around the park and then across McDowell Road to our storage facility. Please consider volunteering for 2, 3 
or 4 Mondays! Please call Cheryl Conarty 214-504-6288 with your available dates. 
Thanks for your continuing support of the Wells Belles Flea Market. 
 
Submitted by Donna King. 
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Activities 
 

500 
 

500 card games will begin Saturdays at 7pm in the Clubhouse. Please bring a quarter to play and enjoy an 
evening of fun with your friends and neighbors. Questions call  Dale Emerson 480-734-7095. Pat returns in 
January. 

Bowling 
 
We bowl on Tuesdays at 3:00pm. Practice at 2:45pm. The address is 9260 E. Broadway Rd., Mesa 85208. 
Please let Dave Nelson know if you want to bowl. # 332 605-553-4440 

 

Book Club 
 
Book Club’s next meeting is Friday, December 19th, the book is “The 12 Topsy Turvy days of Christmas” by 
James Patterson. January’s meeting will be Friday January 16th. The book is “This Tender Land” by W.K. 
Kruger. Contact Ronnae Berry 970-227-9485 for more information. Thank you. 
 

Bridge 
 

Come play bridge at 12:30pm every Tuesday in the Clubhouse. Please sign-up in the Clubhouse cardroom. We 
need at least 2 tables of 4 to play. Cost $.50. Call Marlene Shadle with any questions. 480-532-1508 
 

Christmas Bazaar 
 

Join us for The Wells 2025 Christmas Bazaar on Saturday, December 6, from 8am to 1pm in the clubhouse. We 
welcome all homemade gifts, crafts, and baked goods, etc.. A vendor sign-up sheet will be available in the card 
room in early November. Each vendor is guaranteed one table to showcase their items, with additional tables 
provided as possible. Whether you're selling or shopping, this will be a fantastic community event. The bazaar 
will be promoted on numerous Facebook pages and in nearby communities. Help spread the word! For ques-
tions, text or call Heidi at 541-760-8412.  

 

Golf-Couples 
 

Couples golf meets at Sunland Village Golf Club each Wednesday at 2:30pm. Please arrive to check in at 
2:00pm.  You need to sign up on the monthly sheet posted in the clubhouse. The deadline for each week is 
SATURDAY at 6:00pm.  Please mark YES or NO to indicate if you will be golfing. A blank space will be con-
sidered a NO. We will let you know by email what your foursome will be. It will also be posted in the  
clubhouse on Monday. Questions? Text Gary at 715-225-0796 Gary & Linda Christ   Lot #150  
 

Golf – Men’s 
 

The Men’s golf  has started at the Greenfield Lakes Golf Course in Gilbert, AZ. Fridays, approximately 8am. 
You have to sign up on the Men’s Golf Sheet that is displayed in the Clubhouse by Tuesday noon. Apparently 
the golf course rules have not changed so we will carry on as we did last season. Further questions can be di-
rected at this time to Gary Christ at: 715-225-0796, garychrist28@gmail.com or Bernie Plischke at: 431-458-
3280 renabernie@gmail.com 
 

Line Dancing 
 

Advanced line dancing class will start December 3rd, at the clubhouse at 1:30pm - 3:00pm. It will continue 
every Wednesday 1:30pm - 3:00pm. Good fun, exercising. Nancy Neus # 210 507-582-3126 
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Activities continued 
 

Mahjong 
 

Mahjong players join us Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays at 1:00pm to 3:00pm in the clubhouse. If you would like to 
learn the game, stop by and observe. We will teach you how to play. Contact Jean McGuire if you have questions. 
 

Needlework Circle 
 

To all the knitters and crocheters out there. We want to let you know we meet year around. We meet every Thursday from 
1:00pm to 3:00pm. To our new residents come join us if you knit or crochet to see what we do. Everything we make is 
donated to those in need. Come and check us out. See you on Thursday. Evelyn # 403 480-510-3779 
 

Pinochle 
 

Pinochle is played on Tuesday nights at 7pm in the main hall of the Clubhouse. Bring a quarter and have a good time. 
Roger and Gerry Resseguie, 303-776-5415 or Dale Emerson, 480-734-7095 

 

Quilt Club 
 
This months meeting is on December 5th at 10am in the Clubhouse. We are going to have a demo of making a tabletop 
Christmas tree out of fabric and batting. The next meeting will be on January 9th. If you have questions, call Bobbi at  
360-990-4434 or #307  
 

Shuffleboard 
 

Shuffleboard starts at 9:00am every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday. Everyone is welcome. On the spot training for be-
ginners. Contact Linda Paplow. 
 

Tennis 
 
We will be playing on our courts Monday thru Friday at 8:45am, since we can never agree on a 8:30am or 9:00am start 
time. Once more players get here we will pick ( and then probably change with the weather) an actual start time. Hope to 
see you sometime on the courts!!  Jim Riedl 
 

Water Testing 
 

Water testing will be starting in the middle of January. 6 teams of volunteers will pressure test every home in the Wells. It 
will only take a couple of minutes and we’ll be able to tell if your pipes are leaking. We need volunteers to help this year. 
If you are able; come to our training session Monday, January 12th at 1:00pm in the clubhouse. 

 

Wells Singers 
 

Merry Christmas to all! The season will begin for the WELLS SINGERS with our annual Christmas Caroling on Sunday, 
December 21.  You do NOT want to miss this joyful gathering with friends and family as we sing our way around the 
park.  EVERYONE is welcome, the more, the merrier! Meet at the clubhouse at 5:30pm and we will proceed around the 
park on foot, bicycle and golf cart then back to the clubhouse for more fun and refreshments. Prefer not to carol?  That’s 
okay. Join us at the clubhouse at 7:00pm. 
 
Our regular meetings will begin on Monday, January 5th.  We meet every Monday at 10:00am in the clubhouse. We sing 
a variety of music genres, and we welcome anyone who enjoys singing, regardless of ability! Please consider joining us at 
the clubhouse, around the piano. Questions? Contact Nancy Johnson, 402-490-8555 
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
Miller, Mary  12/01 
Roberts, Marion 12/03 
Emon, Sharon  12/05 
Huddleston, Dianne 12/05 
Lewis, Christina 12/05 
Wills, Laurie  12/06 
Fluegel, Cheryl 12/10 
Lesnever, Marjorie 12/10 
Eklund, Mary  12/11 
Fitzgerald, Alice 12/11 
Conway, Morris 12/12 
Corder, Jim  12/12 

Baden, Rita   12/14 
Marking, Cindy  12/14 
Brenner, Scott   12/18 
Murray, James   12/18 
Hatten, Jacqueline  12/19 
Johnson, Bob   12/21 
Neville, Judy   12/22 
Benz, James   12/23 
Brister, Virginia  12/23 
Davis, Joe   12/23 
Jasinski, Marjean  12/23 
Laycock, Lisa   12/25 
Monaghan, Cynthia  12/25 

Happy Birthday 

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES  
Dent, Jim & Linda   12/12/1964 
Mallory, Jimmy & Jean  12/12/2012 
Weixel, Dennis & Sherri  12/19/1986 
Behrens, William & Cynthia  12/20/1969 
Catlin, Richard & Rochelle  12/25/1956 

Ogden, Steve & Susan Lee  12/29/1969 
Halverson, Frank & Brenda  12/27/1971 
Rudolph, Michael & Kathleen 12/29/1961 
Planck, Russ & Mary   12/31/1983  

Happy Anniversary 

Munsey, Shawn  12/25 
Burns, Diana   12/27 
Tuberg, Larry   12/27 
Masson, Ronald  12/28 
Plischke, Bernard  12/28 
Gaiovnik, James  12/29 
Kuntz, Patricia  12/29 
Orellana, Pat   12/30 
Priebe, Kari   12/30 
DeSchepper, Bryan  12/30 

 

In Memoriam 
 

Former Resident Norma Benson passed away Sunday, October 11, 2025. 
 
 
 

On a Personal Note 

 
 

I would like to thank the many residents of The Wells for their cards, prayers, and messages of support for me 
during my surgeries and recovery. I am making excellent progress, so far thanks to my friends at The Wells. 
Cindy Behrens # 215 

 
I would like to thank the three woman whose help and generosity got me through my back to back hospital 
stays are what got me through this hard time. Patty, Christie and Stephany are my angels. My deepest thanks 
and love to them. Patti Wade. 
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Press FOB to bottom 
portion of screen in 
this area 

Press the bell button to 
call the office 

Use keypad to 
enter ENTRY 
CODE 


